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EDITORIAL

Dear Readers,

We're happy to present to you the second 1ssue of the News-
letter of the Nilgin Natural History Society(NNHS). The
past half-year has been an eventful period in the Nilgin
Biosphere Reserve and for us at the NNHS. We have tried
to capture some of the happenings i this issue.

We begin two new features this issue. Under Natural His-
torians of the NBR, we mntroduce and profile mdividuals
from the NBR; some famous and some unsung, who 1n the
midst of their everyday life, observe and document vanious
facets of their natural surroundings. The second feature will
be an ongomg column, From Amongst the Blue Hills, in
which Rev Philip K Mulley, avid local historian and storyteller,
recounts from history and folklore, interestng anecdotes
about Nature and people’s reflections on 1t

Under the Lens carries three reports. 1.)A preliminary
summary of the study on human wildlife conflict in the NBR
which highlights the nature and frequency of conflicts and
also government and civil society responses to these. 1) The
conservation village awards report 1s an exciting account of
conservation mitiatves by Keystone Foundation at the
grassroots. m.) The Conservation Education Network’s
annual retreat and the thought provoking discussions from
it.

In the Research Initiatives section, P A Vinayan reports
on the ongoing Malabar Ornithological Survey from
Wayanad, with some initial observations. In reports from
across the world, Pratim Roy and Sumin Thomas report on
cwil society mitiatives for nature conservation from the United
Nations and Lancashire, UK respectively. The Buzz about
happenings at the Bee Museum in Ooty, 1s featured as also
are compilanions from vernacular wallpapers from the three
village conservation centres —Bidaru Saddba from
Vellaricombai, Kotagin Tamilnadu, Nisarga Suddbi from
Punanjanur 1in Karnataka and Kaatu Poovn from
Appankaapu in Nilambur, Kerala. In the Species Focus
section, we feature the Black-and-orange Flycatcher as an
endemic to the Western Ghats.

We look forward to recewving your feedback on the
Newsletter. We would also be happy to take your
nommations for Natural Historians of the NBR and hear
from you about any interesting research work mn the NBR.
Do write to us at the address given alongside.

And finally, as we enter 2011 - The International Year of
Forest, let us jomn to celebrate and renew our commitment
to the cause of Forest for People. With best wishes for the

New Year.

Chief Editors




UNDERTHE LENS...CONSERVATION

Sumin George Thomas

’]:‘hc Nilginn Biosphere Reserve (NBR)
1s known for its hugh biodiversity,
extensive regrons under protection and a
complex social structure of both
mdigenous  and  non  indigenous
commumities. The regron has a history of
co-cxistence between people and
brodiversity. However, instances of
human wildhfe conflict have become more
frequent m recent nmes. Human wildhife
confhcts have far reaching environmental
mmpacts and affect both wildlife and
humans. The levels of tolerance have been
reducing and this has had impacts at
various  levels. Numerous medents of
conflict have been reported and vet an

cffective mitigation strategy 1s elusive,

In our study of this 1ssue, we analyse at a
landscape level, the driving factors behind
the diversity of conflicts with wildlife over
livelihoods to determine effective site-
specific mitgation measures that will be
best-supported by key stakeholders.

The Study also looked mto the response
by the government and other agencies in
terms of setung up clectric fences and
trenches to alleviate conflicts and also the
effectiveness of these measures. The
objective 1s to focus on areas that are not
surveyed by other agencies and those that
require immediate action i terms of

mitigating conflicts. These areas are
primarily out of protected area junisdiction.
Fcologically sound management plans for
these affected areas are envisaged through
this Study.

\ baseline survey was conducted across
four regions of the NBR viz.Kotagiri,
Pillur, Sathyamangalam and Sigur. A round
of consultations has been held with the
villagers to obtam a fair wdea of the history
of these conflicts. However this
mformation 1s anecdotal and often from
the memory of events, which may not
provide evidence of the actual conflict
cvents. To make progress on this front, a
collaboration has been mitated wath the
Nature Conservaton Foundation (NCIF)
based mn Mysore. NCF 1s known for its
work on human-wildlife conflicts 1n
different parts of the country. A student
from the Unwversity of Leeds, assocated
with NCF has provided adequate mputs
mto the research and methodologies.
Based on Keystone’s experience mn the
NBR, 62 villages have been chosen across
6 regrons 1 the NBR namely Kotagin,
Sigur, Nilambur, Wayanad, Pillur,
Sathyamangalam/Chamra; Nagar and
Silent Valley for a perception survey to
understand the perceprions of conflicts
over hivelthoods and life: and also to

Ill\'(’.\'lig'ﬂlt‘ pf()l(‘(’li\'(‘. cnmpcnsa(nq ﬂlld

retahatory measures used to counter
conthicts.

A detatled analysis has been done on the
data that was collected from these 62
villages. Based on several criteria like
livelihood dependencies on agriculture,
livestock, threats from large mammals,
history of confhicts in the village etc. 18
villages have been chosen. These villages
have undergone a more detailed survey,
monitoring of conflict incidences and
gathering household level information on
perceptions, losses and decision making
processes. The monttoring of conflicts 1s
underway mn these villages. Volunteers from
cach of these villages have been chosen
and tramed on data collection and the data
1s bemng mammtamed at the ficld stations.
The data s to undergo detailed analysis
after monitoring mcidents over a penod
of ume.

\ study of this nature 1s vital for managing
conflicts efficiently and suggestng
sustamable solutions. Field implementation
of conflict management 1s currently not
based on research data and has resulted
m badly positioned and mamtamed electric
fences, trenches and other solutions.
Technological solutions need to be backed
with institutional
mechanisms that can sustamably manage

suggestions  on

mutigation measures. The key to solving
this problem would be to engage for long
term mn understanding the complexities of
these mteractions and providing solutions
that are appropriate to the problem.

Sunin es Additronal Coordinator, Conservation
at Keystone Foundation and can be contacted at
sumin(@keys tone-foundation.org

o
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UNDER THE LENS...LINKAGES

Conservation Education:Approaches and ldeas

from a National network

Nimesh Ved

Members of the Conservation Education group in a brainstorm session

’ I the Conservatnon Fducatnon group, an
mformal network of over 67

voluntary agencies, schools, government

Jl_L'l'"(_ll'S fr( I ACTOSS l'l(' ('()llll“’_\ ()f}?‘-llll/('ﬁ
annual retreats for members to dehiberate
on ther expernences with conservation
education. Attempts are made to conduct
these retreats at locatons where
participants can also put m time and learn
from actons of the host orgamzation.
I\("\‘.\"“)"C l'“ll"dﬂ“(‘ll wWis lh(' hl).\‘ "l)f Ih('
Ird annual retreat of the group, this year.
Followmg 1s a report of the discussions at

the Retreat

'he Nilgirs Biosphere Reserve, at the
current juncture. 1s bereft of a legal status
as a unificd protected arca and as a
corollary 1s managed by muluple agencies.

I'his

conservanon

does not help towards s
However with the Western
Ghats Expert Panel appomted by the
government the anomaly stands a good
chance of bemng addressed. Keystone
members shared thewr mtatives on bed

keepmg and conservation education. The
latter i particular, 1s a novel concept that
has ¢lders share thewr knowledge on
medicinal plants and other wildlife as also
myths and legends wath younger folk, in
and around therr villages. Oral knowledge
1s thus transferred to the next generation
that follows a hifestvle very different from

that of ther grand-parents

\s a first, the group members had mvited
an expert to share views on educanon, Dr.
Nattonal
NIAS

mteresting talk on ‘Elements towards

Vasavt ftrom Institute of

\dvanced Studies . who gave an

Ecologies of Knowledge’ She shared

2

1ssues confronting rural India that ranged
from cducation to challenges faced by
youth and also pomted out the dichotomy
between the rush for primary education
and disillusion with higher educanon. The
talk outlned the 3 pronged cnsis that one
encounters today: ecological, economic &
soctal and also brought out the overlaps
and mterhinks 1 1ssues confronting

conservation, educattion and rural India.

Members  faced challenges  when
mnteracting with different segments of the
socicty and a session had been planned
on ‘Commumcation strategies for
different audiences’.  As parucipants
shared their experiences from diverse
situations across the country therr co
participants chipped m with questions and
comments. These deliberations touched

1ssues that mclude:

1. Educanon Commumcation -dire need
to pay more attention to this, which
n turn could also lead to separate
strategmes for each section of the

audience

2. Investing m time- for nurturing
relationships and trust as also to
understand the nuances associated
with locanon and stakcholders.

3. Marketing- need to sell the concept

of conservanon educatton and
potential role media could play

therem

Blogs are an interesting tool for
commumecation and the partucipants
planned for a session on blogs mn lieu ol
one llln[ ('Hllld not b |n’|1| due to

unavoudable circumstances. Exisung blog

of a member was discussed threadbare

durmg the session at the end of which a

fresh blog was created for another

member while most of those present

scemed to agree that blogs could play a

potal role 1 process documentation of

their efforts. Questions on creation and
mamtenance of a blog were discussed.

I'hese mclude:

I. Upload; Can all files be uploaded on a
blog: be they image files, music files or
video fles?

2. Comments; Could comments could be
made by anybody? Was 1t possible o
control them? Are they are scen by all

visttors to blog?

-

Presentation: Can template of the blog
be changed? How many posts can be
scen on the home page? What kind of
external products can be put on the
blog?
\part from formal discussions,
participants took tme out to visit local
sites of interest, mcluding  an carly-
morning walk to Longwood Shola,
forested arcas i Kotagint (located wiathin
tea-estates, plantations, villages) and
bestdes other species also visited by gaurs
and leopards. Another enthusmg walk was
to Sullivan’s cottage; a monument that
boasts of an interesting collection of
artifacts depicting the history of Nilgins
and the movement to conserve the
landscape. There was also a visit to Bee
Museum — where participants spent some

fime I)('fll,\'lll.l! lh(' l'lill(i]llllll;ll '.'lll(l

mteractive material.

Robert Leo of Keystone explaining activities of
Keystone to Conservation Education group

Nimesh |Ved 15 based in Satha, Mizoram.

workine on conservation education al

Samrakshan and can be contacted al

nimesh.ved(@ emrail.com
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UNDERTHE LENS...LINKAGES

CONSERVATION VILLAGE AWARDS FOR THE NILGIRI

BIOSPHERE RESERVE

K. Sudhakar & C.S. Saneesh

-~

tarting this year, Keystone I'oundation
has msututed the Conservation Village
\wards to be presented annually to an
adivast village within the region of the
Nilgir1 Biosphere Reserve. The award
carries a prize of Rupees One Lakh.
Villages were mvited to submit apphications
detailing ecologically and culturally sound
wmtatives that they have undertaken in
s therr village. These mitiatives could be
- about shelter, agriculture. forest use,
water, dramage
management,

\"\.\'I(‘lll.\'. waste

energy consumption,
mitigation measures to avoid conflict with
wildlife, education and health that they
have implemented anytime within the past
five years and which are sull in practice.
& The apphcaton nceded to also propose
~an anovative action plan on how the
W,
N fh‘nd money would be mvested.
¥

\ - - -
. The Conservation Village Awards 2010
. presentations were held at  Keystone
2 Qin Junc 2010. People from Kotagir,
; Q;Cmmonr, Pillur,
- Pumanjanur and Nilambur participated 1n
y th “Hubba(fesuval) and presented their

Sigur, Hasanur,

shications. The panel of judges was
O Mu“cy from Coonoor. Manoharan

mbur of Malappuram, Kerala was
epresented by villages Nedungayam,
hglbahpm and Appankappu. Kotagin

TTER of the NNHS

Members of Chokkanalli present their village’s application for the Conservation Village Award

of Nilgir, Tamul Nadu was represented
by willages Garikiyur, Neramukkai,
Bikkapathy mund and Vellaricombair. The
Sigur plateau by villages Anaikatty,
Chokkanalli, Kurumbarpallam; Hasanur
of Erode, Tamil Nadu by villages Bejalatty
and Ramranar; Coonoor of Nilgiry, Tamil
Nadu was represented by Sengalpudur and
Pudukaadu. Representatives of all villages
gave a detailed account of therr respective
villages - number of families, government
schemes, self help group working
mechanism, traditional agriculture,
traditional leadership, education, health
systems, systems of conserving forests,
transfer of traditional knowledge to the
younger gencration and NGO activities
m therr village. The session went on for
the entire day mcluding discussion about
what they were gomg to do if they got the
\ward.

The

village, Stgur Area and jury’s special award

\ward was won by Chokkanalli

was given to the Kumbalapara village 1n
Nilambur Area.

Chokanalli village

Chokanally, in Kadanadu Panchayat n the
Sigur plateau, 1s surrounded by forests of
the dry deciduous and scrub types. There
are about 40 households of the Irula tribe
m the village. The people are mvolved in
cattle grazing, agriculture and non-timber




forest produce collection. They are also
mvolved i many conservation related
work like, planung forest trees around
therr village and temples,  documenting
the wildlife and birds, and conservation
of medicinal plants. The youth have been
mvolved i monttoring their forests by
walking a fixed route twice a month and
monitoring the climate condition,
flowering, fruitng, disturbances (fire and

mvasive plants) and waldlife movement.

in the presentation to the Award
commiattee, Chokkanalli village elder
Veeraiah, explamed the cfforts of the
village 1n forest conservauon. He
mentioned the plantng and community
monttormng cfforts. e also explammed how
the people were dependant on the forest.
5 other youth from the village came
forward to explamn the effort they were all
making 1 preserving their knowledge
about the forests. The youth spoke about
the monthly visits to the forest that were
organized by Veeraah for children i
which he explamns about the medicinal

plants and other aspects of the forest.

The village has two Marryamman temples
and during the month of March festivals
are held there
plastic waste and other garbage 1s left
behind. The youth organize the children
of the village and they clean up the festival
grounds. Veermah also told the commuttee
about the book that he has produced on
the uncultivated edible plants of the Sigur
plateau called “Trula soppu dagn’ and he
also menuoned the pictonal guide to the
forest plants of the Sigur region

Ihey explamed about how they are
planning to uthize the award money. In
2002, an electric motor was given to the
village  for irnigation by the Forest
Department. However, most of the

farmers m the village bemng small scale

farmers, they have been unable to pay the

\fter the festival, a lot of

A view of the solar powered fence in Chokkanalli

clectricaty bills leading to theirr power
supply bemng disconnected. The village
hoped to use part of the award money
towards sctthng these bills an renew
subsistence farming which i turn would
lead to reduced pressure on the forest.
Simularly, 1n 2008, the Forest department
had mstalled a solar powered clectric fence
around the village to prevent crop rmding
within the village, by wildlife. Due to poor
mamtamence, the fence did not work for
more than a year. As a second proposal,
the village wanted to spend some money
to reparr the solar fence. A third proposal
for the utilization of award money was to
repair a kerosene powered motor given
to the willage by Quiet Corner, an NGO
Mavanalla, to

based n promote

agriculture, m 2002,

Once the solar fence becomes funcuonal,
the two motors would easily provide
enough water from the Sigur River for all
agriculture practices n the village.

Kumbalapara Village

Kumbalapara village m Pothukal Grama
Panchayath of Malappuram district,
Kerala 1s surrounded by sems- evergreen
forest. There are 13
houscholds belonging to the
Kaatunaicka tribe living n
this village. All the villagers are
members of Vanmvampuzha
\divasi Vana Samarakshana
Samiti( AVSS) associated wath
the Nilambur North Forest
Division. Through the AVSS,
the village 1s involved n forest
like

preventing forest fire. rassing

protection acnvites

medicinal plant nursenes and
assisted natural regeneration

Members of Kumbalapara village discuss their application fo the Conservation Village Award

of plants m forest ete. Most of the people
are mvolved n N'TFP collection and few
of them have daily wage work 10 a nearby
rubber Fstate. Villagers do not have patta
for therr land holding and agriculture 1s on
a nominal scale. The village depends on
the adjoming forest for fuclwood to cook
and also for the mghttime watch and ward
agamst clephants

Kumpalapra villagers, mn their apphcation
mentioned, “We live an eco-friendly hfe.
We are living in a place which 1s 3
kilometres inside the forest from the forest
boundary. There are thirteen Kaatunaicka
families 1 this village. All of them are
forest gatherers with- no ration card, no
electricity, no public water supply (of
course, there 1s a beauttful stream running
near the village), not even a single well,
cven though we have concrete houses we
are not staying i 1t, no hvestock (couple
of dogs), no gas connection. We have a
peripatetic school and a teacher who 1s
staying m the willage™.

They sad- “We will not do any sort of
planting inside our forest wath the award
money because if we protect our forest
from fire plants will automatcally come
up. We collect lots of fire wood (daily
around15 kilograms) to burn at mght. to
sce elephants walking i berween houses.
We would like to reduce the collection of
firewood from the forest by setting up a
solar ighting system”. The jury’s special
award was given to the Kumbalapara
village on therr presentation.

Sudhakar is a Research Assistant. Saneesh is
Subject Manager, Conservation V-ducation.
Ihey are both at Keystone Foundation and can

be contacted at sigur(@.keystone-foundation.org
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Bird sampling in Kerala
A Reports on the Malabar Ornithological
Survey at Wayanad

P A Vinayan

he Malabar Ornithological Survey

MOS) 1s underway m the Wayanad
Wildlife Sanctuary from November 1"
2010. The survey team has covered the
Wayanad Wildlife sanctuary and South
Wayanad Forest Division and s now
working m North Wayanad Division. The
study area 1s North Kerala, north of the
Palghat Gap (including the pap), covering
Palakkad, Malappuram, Kozhikode,
Kannur, Kasaragode and Wayanad
districts extending from the Ghats through
midlands to the seacoast. The team 1s
covermng the entire Kerala part of Nilgini
Biosphere Reserve. All the heronries in
North Kerala wall be surveyed m the study
and a pelagic bird survey also will be
conducted i the seas of North Kerala.
Kerala 1s the first State i Inda to do bird
sampling m the entire State.

€ Sashikumar 1s the Principal Investigator
of the team and C K Vishnudas, S Rajpu,
Shebin and P A Vinayan are the Rescarch

Brown Rock Pipit
\ssociates. Kerala Forests and Wildlife
department is conducting this study forl2

months.

\ three hour transect survey each day
between 6.00 am and 11.00 am, line
transects with variable-length distance
bands are the methodologies being used
to record the data. Bird
species, flock size and
distance band of each
encounter mn the transect
time will be noted. Density
of bird species will be
estimated from the
collected data by using the
DISTANCE software. The
additional species observed
after the transect are
mcluded in the checkhist of
cach site. The track of
cach transect 1s recorded
m GPS. A

associated with the team collects the data

botanist

on vegetation and the phenological aspects
of plant associated birds, also photographs
of birds and their habitat.

Some of the findings from this ongomg
survey are as follows:

* Oniental Tree Pipit (Anthus hodesont) from
the Amba area of South Wayanad and
Brown Rock Pipit (Anthus similis) recorded
from Elambilen peak, are first record of
these species to north Kerala.

Red-headed Vulture

* The team came across the endemic
Black-chinned Laughing thrush (Garrmllax
cachinnans jerdont) at the Camel’s Hump

Mountamn

* Observed breeding of critically
endangered Indian White-backed Vulture
(Gyps bengalensis) and seen Red-headed
Vultures (Sarcogyps calvas) 1 Wayanad

Wildlife Sanctuary.

The MOS stself 1s i continuation with a
survey titled ‘Along the trail of Salhm Al
a study of avifauna, their habitat and
ecological history: Travancore-Cochin
20097,

commussioned by the Forest Department

ornithological survey also
of Kerala. Seventy-five years after Sahm
\li conducted his famous Travancore
Cochin bird survey, a team of researchers

followed the same route and
correspondmg dates, dentified 338 bird

SPL'(‘I(X\.

The latest survey reveals the “extent of
ecological damage that took place over a
period of seven decades since 1933 and
changes 1n the composition of bied
spectes,” The annual forest fires 1n the
higher altitude grasslands threaten the
ccosystem and birds such as the Nilgiri

Survey team (L to R) C K Vishnudas, S Raju, Shebin and P A Vinayan

pipit and the brown rock pipit and the
broad-tailed grass warbler. The lesser fish
eagle, a globally threatened species, 1s a
significant addition to the avian fauna of
the State. A DNA analysis should be
conducted on the species found in Kerala,
as published literature says its distribution
range 15 mn the lower Himalayas.

P A Vinayan is one of the Research Assocates
in the ‘Malabar Ornithological Survey’
(pa.vinayam@gmail.com) and also affiliated with
Ferns, Society for Naturalists, Mananthavady,
Waynad.



SMiHe &OHM LIWLIERTLD

K . ~ S o PR 5 ™

N&& LS paclefmmbay Al emia aell &HHm uemons GleuerGlenfl Gam eTenm
Smmossng Gleenhmb 2B DI 45 Hudlt hEnl NLIGTIDT &
lganment_HGEM cTanueu] ermisenet  surGaummng

3 Cui Qb Camo gevenouiled ermisemen dlapsid

NeHest] ST QU

seng safle) o arer &M _igMHE@ELD

ihsenar yalj sam Sublbgy Glanes mb. nGeprdiren

erer Gaim

Tenm Sreupd UDHOIYD yged LT iOIhE Qi(HLD

b US| -.".H‘ N
S 3551Caue) eTaTLAU]  WITEnEN&EN

DIDIWLD | eUTTE0 NGH  LILIED »TK‘;)'_’
SRR LUNTSS5S STHTe
CalLg
D& € th It &t ¥ - 5 €N e

I &

T GBI ML YAl STalaUeTa)] U

Teues| SHSHTT. HIEGET LTSS L a8seanen L1 guwiell ()

Dhswosio &0 & oo

1. mhs Lepfis Lepgpidd gmiy Curdapea
A_sdampen.

2. Gueéellssn sy Gsiuph wIsn BFNED.
Guasa)) ars Aasi@ub.

GHLLsar
1. an(haafla e cemay G
sungy &Ehprug Glamg

Glafibg) GClarareremb

Himwn  Haursaywo

phlw  &priks LlplLens

e L dauuc( B

imisa (ol
Wi men et

Daegud Cumz

&J &0 &1 el qu Bmuus

yflGHium@.wrenen QUHUILINS HSE

amen_Wemgd Caflihg Glarereramd

Qsfihg Qardr@EpmseT Geaenr:

QaiatQarfiCarbCGu eTanp

@ wen &
Smodens Cainigs Qbs Cusn Qadmmossld

aflaEld WESEREE Mpallens WIHSHQLD

Qnigy eymdlenmny CGus wHmubd

walGuy eaflenowraaud wmns Carbss

sl Heunt

sl ATSEIG&sTT  UDITU  &&HMI0EsT

1 srhasafla a QL L il el

aHarisen s

QUIMUILILISET 265

2 sm_Ln(h LwOHmLD GUEEG ST
G a S e =
-\ L&l SDjeueug)

Qmuuden ybl@dlunEw

NEWSLETTER of the NNHS




@m). RYEMD 27 M @Ro|Mdoqfleal © @yl
wao! mMuorelsmWieel GRS d:ud eHHIs
mwlee#610668)M aldeial)e AUPiw)o
QSO @IS R)OOL! AITVATHIGD &M
@) mIuoosmamImow]  t0)alld@6em(al
U @ @Yo M 688 U msam. $1S06Mm
@RoMoq] eHogmIwIod M@ \eudas
QO(@R0W] BaDOME:TE BRI m I Ieel
mUlqd QI GoaqYS ). @R W QY lwd
@R B8:00ltd Ban18ITVREILW)ES &1¥10D
(A OWBID BRB)EXDHE CHHETNo MTDE)M
aIdlaos] m)seesl munammmyEime mud)afl
@00/ @RE L0alay). @RoMADSIWInd
Qla] MSON BIEMIGLI0NM aldlal0S1Wwd
@RojMB&ialloal aged B8 d8lo @M
AlO®:S) ). OTUalQosud @dmvEmIad

Mmog30ilesaaii

R)6M AOMVEWIES H1BEREND AODBENEAHD
MuocesSlaflal aBlimUbI@] MUoR&HEMNOA
@R UOBUWIEE BRoMG:0q] B&HI8MIIAES)

al6m@I0 @ @18 T e el a) suy oo od
@Ro|M@hq] CHIgsmI@I® @»aluomyl
&LI0aI0lnI0sS] MSEMmL 14-00 @@ (@]
3B8:08MIWIEd ERMAM) (UIPS:OB8LI00 MUT]
aflaj). 28 0 @@ @eMEN)0)&:Ud Mlene)
mlom 29w om)
s@m  &Ho03sm
an® &aflesmmo
9 5] @)a6rRd] oS
SO aHIsm]
olmd afls)saicd
au8s8c &HWol,
aflg)yruowmeaRud
89818000, EeNE
afls) &l @vald
socumun@ilenil.

SDQID SDBBOM

@R &0afled @oarvlee)m @RS aloamil @@ oall
S1O0M AM12f)Gal0® B)oO EOBYWIET. EDAIOIEN DA oud
6600 HB&IS)M @0 DOTVAMDIM)o EMMIMIo MEDELYM
@. OO GHIBBo HESYTNM)o HAUOIEM. DAUBHE
&05198! algyA)MM&OE @&)0lajlo BGRAIWIOS DalEWIW
6ERO8S6)0lajlo MmMoaigoiwoo

M BBUD

asmmoflome WMOEd- &1eodemell muayelo
a0ellod @eoa)) &)Slee)s

SSMNTB &)EOMQIT- HSMMET B)EOMQOTD O
oW)es Del ailglenm M8 Mo ocd ao|
EIOEUBM- &05)E:)0)0)86:1e0) UsSHIVS ols
afla) OAUSSo OEGIETE dh)F12jo0d VDOTOGAUBM @00
#615)0

(alaymlwlod

aledimolawuemoe mSsoym). SonQY 2MOWITE aldy@W]Td 680) §al0)emTd
&gl HenE).

(U OIS aAIBITUEET SDauWw qLIVLEBEUY alaf allSlaflee)am @RooEly).
socoonflgleai)o oo mFmuol Mialexlea)mm) @)sjosnivdlconomiad el
wudss awlmudlol gomd muoteislaflenma@eme)dla] MUomuOdla)). OMS)H:
o ueed Mig)glele, o mMaiqllene, mm)eosleng] mis)gleno, algeeaimi
neEd mMisglelo, emSlen)8o af) af@d. all Miaglene adimuololoee)ola]
OSSO SONY MO8 DD MFTVO] MdeRlzj O EaBOT &alglou’
msom], 5 cudaes AloT MBH)SHD)o Baldi@).

-~

3 &;
goodT MHPmudh m oAl R oS 3 eE
s udl Bz )6 ) -1

a10)8OM &g

NEWSLETTER of the NNHS

@wvlogsomo ?

&laquoemd auoneiSlqfla) awlouaia]
MUOREHEM (NIA @RADBWITE G(AOMTVO
aNM UEAROMo &)(MUBa 00 @REIOMU]
eaogmldias el€lay).

Gal@lmy alflanlod
a@Sao0 : ®Alles &ee O)alomie)ss
ENE 00D DONE, DAO® PDOFROO
agmoem allglafloyma. allmisS eoa)
aBSqo0@owil @ool

memyell @R Gald QUMD EEROMeD
molwoead ? ‘mlaiml’ agmood
MoMI& @M A8 afMIsTHAMO0 .
2)BHUB WIVIBAYBS MOS af)MAMO
2)88 ‘mleim 99¢ allmls “mlemyd’
@@ 200l

oflegangsd

@M UM@ - OGHOTUM 7. @HMOW

&051000a] SHETRO - OHEHITUD -6, alls]
-7 &)l -4

$og30Mlemato
oom  algeas)ee)an), ooamlnd
@00 Dale@INla] aimoo AllenlsEsud
DENBOENV0. @R 200} ETROSHIMD USS A0
683, VMO,

ag)may GuDsLE

8O)MmM). &)
soem mowo §
0T, l0S 86196813,
maool,@
&oslemil, ne0s] |
om) al, ayailel
aggmMmlau@)o
allgenls) 86)
m).




o I VB3P

—
-

o

13
QM 0 a4 U |
3887351
r.w . ,.\ »,

a3 B8

O
o~
St e

v 21
g ah 31
12 D o
3 SR A
3 D o

3
D

!
[/ © SR @
“m .:M 1R “ Vw

(2

-
——

SR EE) D

v
[

oo S

=

>

—
——

¥

®

S -

Sone

S
i

ohdoon

P

A~
o2
n

Wi

n
o
CE

Wi
o W

~1y
L

tsfelel ]
-~
0

")
57

S TRRVNTLD

et
[

e
IFET

500

-
)

B
@

00D 3oned

010 0=

o |

13,23-1

30—

b

24-12-

010

-12-2

6

I
o
-

-2010

-

NEWSLETTER of the NNHS




From amongst the Blue Hills

Rev. Philip K Mulley, folklorist and keeper of the many stories that abound amongst
the Nilgiri Hills begins this column with interesting snippets about the kurinji -

Strobilanthes

r I The deep mauve or lurd purple colour
(

of Strobilanthes has been termed “blue”
by several writers. Consequently, an
unphilosophical claim 1s often made that
the “Blue Mountams” or “Nilgiris” derive
their name from the profusion of this

plant obtained on these terramms. But

mterestingly and importantly, this shrub
m Nilgirt vocabulary s charactenised by
its leathery dark stem and hence called
‘KATTE”. Ancient Tamil Sangam texts (e.g.
\kam.208) offer  the
connotation, although the separate name

also same
‘Kurimgi” for the flower, scems to pertan
to the eco-hermencutics of those times.

In the natve Nilgirt speech, szrobilanthes 1s
pronounced KATTE or KAT, like “cut”
in English. Todas, Kurumbas and
Kasavas used to reckon their physical age
by the number of times they saw the
blooming of the flower which easily had
fourteen to eighteen years as the mterval.
Badagas somenmes stretched
it to penodise lincage-levels.
Kasavas and lrulas were httle
more  aesthenc. They
analogized 1t wath the “burst
of the bnlhance of colour”.
Kotas in their parlance denoted
it for “an eyeful view”. While
for the Todas “blossommng into
womanhood” has a poencal
association, Badagas too
hyperbohcally comphmented their belles
on attammng thesr full physical matunity “as
that of KATTE”.

the behaviour

Violatng the limit
towards them was
considered smful and so recited at the
Badga funcral-itany and forgiveness was

asked for. A\ pun s also employed n the

same context and butchermmg a bush of

NEWSLETTER of the NNHS

this plant or the bunch of s flowers 1s
also considered sinful. Certamn Toda texts
found mn their songs distmetly convey an
reference 1o

cronc meamng with

strobulanthes.

A major outcome of the gregarious
flowering of strobilanthes 1s
the large increase in bees
found in the vicinities
during the flowering
period. Immense quantity
of  honey becomes
available, not to mention
the utter delictousness of 1t
Badagas, once upon a tnme
great honey patherers, had
entertamned an interestng
restriction during  thas
particular scason. Young
Badaga girls collecting fagots or firewood
were prohibited from going anywhere near
this shrub for the fear of Kurumbas
(hiding and competing for honey) trying
to stalk or molest these maidens. The
honey season of strobilanthes, for the
Badgas also provided an intriguing
antidote, because they anticipated a severe
spell of dry season or ramnless days
immediately following,

Loops of strobilanthes were used by
Badagas in thatching their ancestral
shrines. Todas used to associate
themselves i this ‘ritual renovation’. Todas
too probably used strobilanthes when

traditional laths were not availlable. The

Of all the famous people, who had something or
the other to do with the Nilgiris, it was Sir Thomas
Munro the governor who bothered at all to refer to
Strobilanthes. Visiting Kotagiri, in the month of Sep-
tember, 1820 and writing to his wife, he said - “The
sights of the hills are at present covered with a
purple flower of the size of 'your Bangalore gerani-
ums’, which makes them look as if they were
covered with heath

“hoary times” recalled in Badaga tradition
(somethmng sumilar to dream-time concept
of many an aboriginal tribe) shares lexical
association with strobilanthes.

Rev.  Mulley can  be contacted at

philipEmulley(@gmail.com

Swalingam, aged 43, 1s a small farmer

practismg agnculture and cultvating tea
on the Kotagin slopes. His miterest as
a natural historian 1s i birding and
msects, especially butterflies. For over
20 years he has been cultvatng this
mnterest and 15 very apt ar wlentifying
birds and following their nesting
patterns and seasonal behaviour. His
expertise 18 also in identfying the bied
calls i the forests.Tle has a good
record of nestng sites of black eagle
for 5 years and has good photos of
other species like crested  sparrow
hawk, and shikras, to hus credit. He 1s
also mnterested n photography and has
been documenting his observations
for more than 8 years. He has tracked
black panthers for six months from
January 2006 to July 2006 near his
home, and has a clipping of 24
minutes of documentary to his credi.

Sivalingam has accompanied many
well known ornithologists ar s
surroundings for studies and other
documentation work. He also guides
natural wildlife photographers and
bird watchers. He is an active
participant i many wildlife related
activities in the Nilgins. He has recently
been awarded the Wildlifer's Award
through the Sanctuary Asia RSB group
for lus efforts m conservation and

Profiled by Senthil Prasad, Additional
Coordinator, Training and Information,
Keystone Foundation. e can be vontacted at
senthi 8@ keystone-foundation.org




Pratim Roy
participated in a
UNEP Civil Society
Brainstorm held in
October 2010 to
contribute towards
Rio +20 and thinks
aloud about
elements of a Green
Economy in the
Western Ghats

ROLE OF CIVIL SOGIETY IN
ENVIRONMENTAL GOVERNANGE &
GREEN ECONOMY

any would remember the United
Nations Conference on
Environment & Development, at Rio,
Brazil 1992. It was the largest meeting to
protect the planet by all head of states. In
2012, twenty years from Rio — another
big Summit 1s expected to discuss
sustamnable development and a green
economy. In this context, as a cc yuntdown
to Rio + 20 the UNEP has created a Civil
Society Advisory Group on International
Environmental Governance for Civil
Soctety mnput mto the UNEP Process.

This group met in Geneva, this year with
almost 65 persons participating from
different NGOs, INGOS, UN Bodies,
EU, UNEP — Europe, Russia, Oman,
Brazil, Sm Lanka, US, Bulgaria, Canada,
UK, Africa, Azerbatjan, Ukrame, Romania,
Denmark, India among others. Some of
the questions debated were:

The discussions mn the Major Groups &
Stakeholders Forum noted that while
reforms of international environmental
governance (1EG) are not new, cvil society
participation remams crtical to the TEG
process and success. Deliberations were
around - how to make this change
possible? How to make 1t work with
Government or Civil Society pressure and
different approaches for individual
demonstrations or pilots? Among the
crucial dimensions of international
environmental governance would be a
Green Economy, looking at the
complexity of ‘greening’ the economy
which will call for a significant change m
all spheres.

I think that this concept of a Green
Economy 1s crucial for us here m the
Western Ghats. | see that to attempt
clements of a Green Economy even on a
small scale across the Western Ghats, we
need to zone this Green Economy in
terms of sustenance of nature and natural

resource cycles, livelthoods and sustamable
growth engmes that support local economy
and context. There are good examples that
can be scaled up and this could be a good
opportunity for declaring Ecologically
Sensitive Areas as Organic and Fair Trade
zones through Participatory Guarantee
System certification which 1s alternatve
and has a firm bottom-up approach.
Green Economy does not only mean

marine, forest, horticulture, agriculture or
ecotourism, wildlife tourtsm product —but
goes beyond. We need to redefine Green
Economy mn our own terms and contexts.
This has to be the mvestment for the future
generations and for the ecology of the
Western Ghats, akin to a nursery or
germination chamber where good
practices are experimented, tried and
tested. It could be in terms of mstitutional
models, new ways of thnking and living.
Only then would a Green economy apply
pressure and show the way to approaches
of Natural Resources use and practices
and to Governance 1n a larger context.

People’s monitoring, evaluation &
feedback has to be constant for it to be
validated, corrected from time to time and
mnovations re-vissted. Often such deas
and processes get forgotten due to lack
of a simple, embedded mechanism of
feedback and “back to the drawing board”
mitiatives. | think what we need most at
this hour within the Western Ghats
Environmental Movement 1s a re-check
on what 1s the politics all about and how
we as citizens of these hills and this
country can have a fresh, mnocent start
to a process which leads to a result that 1s
farr, different and has a promise for the
future.

Pratim is Director, Organizational Development
and Networking at Keystone Foundation and
can be contacted at pratim@keystone-

foundation.org
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Happenings at the Bee Museum, Ooty

Pushpinder Khajuna

Tu‘ Bee Museum at Ooty 1s an imtiative
of Keystone Foundatnon. The
musecum s the first of 1ts kind with a focus
on honey bees of India and 1s a tribute o
the Ticology of the Nilgirr Biosphere
Reserve and the Livelihoods of the Hloney
Gatherers. The Museum  hosts specal
programs for visttors and actvity modules

tor children

[he new Nature Discovery section at the
Bee Muscum has made a miche for asell
attracting the attention of adult and chald
visitors alike. Due to this we have been
observing an increase in the average
number of daily visitors

A glimpse of Bee Museum Events :

Mre D Srmwvasan, from the Perks

Photography Insutute, Commbatore

»
Smt Sinthamani, a Kota elder from Tiruchigadi village, lights the lamp at the inauguration of the Nature
Discovery section. Smt Archana Patnaik, Collector, Nilgiris, Shri Rajiv Srivastava, Field Director, Mudumalai

BEE MUSEUM

144-A, Ciub Road. Opp Hill Bunk, Ooty - 643 001
The Nilgiris, Phone - 0423 2441340
(www nnhs in/beemuseseum)

Tiger Reserve and Shri Yogesh Singh, DFO, Nilgins South Division look on

presented a shde show on the NBR and techmques of filmng and aestheties of

photography. m July.

\ meetng of the Conservanon Fducation Network Meeting on “Commumication

Strategres”™ was held at the Bee Museum on 21st October, Experts from various

organizations discussed and planned better capacity butlding strategaes to expand

the outreach and extension methods for environment education.

Mr. Kalyan Varma made a presentanon of Conservation Issues mn the Western

Ghats

Members of the Irula community from Sigur Plateau came up to the Bee

Museum in September and presented a programme of their hively song and

dance

There were a series of visits by school children.

\ugust saw two visits. One by a group of 44 students accompanted by 3

staff members from the Kendriva Vidyalaya, Ooty and the second brought

28 students and 2 faculty members of the A\ditt International School,

Bangalore

12

Garkiyur School Children at the Bee Museum

80 students and 8 staft members
from the Good Earth School,

Chennar visited m September.

October saw 30 students and 4
faulty members from the Chff
School, Ooty.

November had 15 students from
the Netherlands.

15 children from Hebron School
came to the Museum mn December
as part of therr module on rural

('Illrl'l“‘('ll('llf lil'\ L'II l])lll("ll

School children from schools i
Garikkiyur, Mavanahalla and
Vazhithottam also wvisited the
Museum for an mteractive session

at the Nature Discovery section

I'he Nature Discovery segment at the Bee
Muscum  was  maugurated by
Smt. Archana Pamaik, Collector, Nilgirs
Shri. Rapiv Srivastava.Field director,
Mudumalar Tiger Reserve, Shn Yogesh
Singh, DFO, Nilgnris South Division and
several village elders were present, along
with tcam members from Keystone
Foundaton and the Nature Conservation
Foundation, Mysore. The mauguration was
followed by a sharing of conservation
educatnon methods, by mdividuals and
Nnon-gov ernmental AEENCICS WI -rl\my mn the
NBR

Museum. Also the Secretary of the NNHS

heemusenm(@keystone-foundation.ory
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Dear NNHS team,

Very glad to recieve your Newsletter which |
read carefully. All your articles are of great
practical value and | see that your Bee
Museum is already very popular. It must also
have helped in improving the lifestyle of the
local bee-keepers

One suggestion | would like to make, from
my experience of editing the Newsletter for
Birdwatchers for 44 years that there should
always be at least one article for the
enjoyment of the general reader. This helps
to spread an interest in the subject and
naturally increases membership. -

My congratulations on your good work.

Zatar Futehally, Bangalore

Dear Editors,

As a researcher interested in conservation
issues | welcome the formation of NNHS and
its newsletter as a means of communication
among its members. | am happy to see that
the newsletter has material not only in English
but also in the regional languages.

It will be a good idea to have a meeting of
NNHS members to exchange views about our
expectations from it. For example, I do look
forward to participating in excursions through
Shola forests and in bird watching trips, which
would make me more directly familiar with
the biodiversity of the region. Apart from
awareness generation on ecological issues |
hope NNHS will also help catalyse student
and citizen action for conservation.

Best wishes,
Pranjali Bandhu, Ooty

Giant Rock Bee

2 &
My L &

The newsletter of the Nilgirt Natural History Society (NNHS) amms to
cover the many dimensions of natural history - conservation issues, lay
observation, cultural representations and traditional knowledge. The
newsletter wall carry communications about research m Keystone Foundation
m the areas of conservation, environmental governance, culture, livelihoods
and enterprise. In keeping with the pan Nilgiri Biosphere Reserve (NBR)
nature of the Society, space will be allocated for reporting of events/
views from elsewhere within the country and from outside the country.
\dditonally a section will be devoted to research summanes by students
who work 1 the region of the NBR. Guest editors will be mnvited for
special editions. News items gleaned from printed sources about the NBR
will be featured. Separate sections will carry mformation on NNHS and
Bee Muscum activities. The species focus wiall feature species of special
conservation status, endemic to the Western Ghats and present i the
NBR.

The NNHS newsletter articles are reviewed by the Chief Editors and a
member of the editoral board

\rticles are mvited for the following section: 1. Natural History News
from India (400 words); #1. Natural History News from the World (400
words); m. Research Intiatives 1 the NBR - student contributions (400
words); 1v. Species focus (250words)

\rticles should be submitted by email to: anmita@keystone-foundation.org
or archana(@keystone-foundation.org

\uthors should provide complete information including an email address

and phone numbers. Articles needs to be submutted 1n standard word
processor formats only. Rich text content and other forms are not accepted.
Figures and texts need to be sent mn seperately wath adequate labelling and
numbering i context to the articles sent. Pictures i the manuscript also
need to sent m seperately i TIFE, JPEG or PNG formats with resolution
not less than 250 dps

Reference style:

Papers in Journals and other ,‘(‘rl'nlh als

Hanely, TA. and Hanley, KA. 1982, Food resources partuitioning by sympatnc ungulates on

Great Basin rangeland. Jowrmal of Runge Management 35: 152-158
Papers in Edited Books, Symposia Proceedings, et

Cole, DW. and Rapp, M. 1981. Elemental cycling in forest ecosystems pp. 341-409. fir DI

Reichle (ed.) Dymamic Properties of Forest Ecosystems. Cambndge University Press, Cambndge
l‘l'l'k.
Lacth, 1. and Whittaker, R H. (eds.). 1976. Primary Praductivety of the “_'un‘,"/u”' \.Pnn.‘,'_rl

Verlag, Berlin

Reports, Dissertanons, etc

Sollins, P Reichle, DE. and Olson,|.S. 1973. Orpanic Matier Budget and Model for & Southern

Ippalactian inodendron Forest. Oak Ridge National Labomtory, Oak Ridge, 11S.A
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Common Name: Black-and-orange Flycatcher

Distribution: The species is endemic to the Western Ghats. The main population of
this bird is found in the high elevation plateaus (above |500m) areas of the Nilgiris, Palani
Hills, Biligirirangan Hills and Kannan Devan Hills. To the north, it occurs in the Kudremukh
National Park and the Bababudan Hills and south to the Ashambu Hills. Found in dense
evergreen sholas with ample undergrowth, edges of coffee plantations and dark
ravines.

Characteristics: The male is distinctly black headed with black wings. The female
has the black replaced by dark brown and has a light eye-ring. They are usually
seen singly or in pairs. The breeding season is from March to May. They feed on

insects by fly catching low over the ground (under 2m height) and also pick insects
from the ground. Territories are maintained by a pair throughout the year. The nest is

mﬂuw.phcedlnalowbmhorfm . Two greyish speckled eggs form the usual

Young birds are brownish and speckled. The nest is unlike that of most
flycatchers and is large, coarse, ball-like and made from sedges. The nest has a foundation
of dry leaves and ferns. The nest is placed usually at the centre of abush at about | to 3 feet

> 5£_~.:. height with an entrance hole close to the top.

‘ﬂmThespedukmderdvenwdlmmdcaugoryofanUCN Red List.
Land use change and loss of habitat are the immediate threats to this species.

References:
Ali; 5.2002. The Book of Indian Birds.Bombay Natural History Society.Mumbas



